COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

November 27, 2017

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 27, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 

Morris Tate, Engineer


Mike Jones, Attorney

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 

Mike Johnson, Chief

Visitors:


James Morgan



Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on William Neal to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Morris Tate to ask a prayer. 
The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 13, 2017.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
Mayor Beasley called on Mr. Tate for his report. Mr. Tate reported routine work was performed in all departments. Chairman Tate reminded the council about the dedication for the AMEA-City of Luverne Solar Research Project on Tuesday, November 28th at 11 a.m. The mayor stated there are two dump trucks in the street department that stay torn up. Mr. Tate stated there is one truck in the JM Wood sale. Mayor Beasley stated he would get with Mr. Tate to discuss possibly purchasing a dump truck.
The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of the police report. The chief thanked the council for purchasing the police cars. The chief stated he just took one to be striped and the other car should be in this week. The chief reported the city will get $12,100 from the insurance company for the wrecked car. The mayor stated the chief spoke to the Rotary a few times and they donated $1,000 to the police department. The mayor stated there are two police cars that need to be declared surplus. Councilman Smith made a motion to declare the 2003 Chevrolet Impala Vin# 2G1WF55K539386904 and the 2010 Dodge Charger Vin# 2B3AA4CV7AH154395 as surplus. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.  Mayor Beasley stated there is going to be a rally and entertainment for Doug Jones at the farm center tomorrow night and some people have asked for some police to be present. The mayor recommended sending a couple of police reserves and the chief agreed.

 Councilman Johnson reported the fall program is still going well and the park is being maintained.
The mayor reported Mr. Wayne Carter resigned as chairman of the Airport Authority but will remain as a board member. The Airport Authority has recommended Mr. Steve Defee be appointed as the new chairman. Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Steve Defee as the chairman of the Airport Authority. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
Mayor Beasley stated he has spoken with Mrs. Kathryn Tomlin at the library and he was told that many children are using the computers. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Taste of Christmas is Monday, December 4th.

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal reminded everyone they were invited to the Luverne Fireman’s Annual Christmas Dinner on Thursday, November 30th at 6:30 p.m. at the Dei Center.
Mayor Beasley reported the economical money will be split this year between the Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority and the city’s Industrial Development Board. The mayor stated if the county has a project and needs the city’s half it will transfer it to the CCEIDA.
Councilwoman Smyth reported the design for the new sign at the Industrial Park has been decided. The new sign will be brick and have lighting on it.

The mayor called on Councilman Smith to discuss late response times on some rescue runs. Councilman Smith stated he has spoken to Lynda Turner about some long response times. Councilman Smith stated he told Ms. Turner the response times need to get better. Ms. Turner will get a report the first of every month to show how many calls the rescue gets a month to get an idea of the response times.
Mayor Beasley presented the council with a letter from Pepsi thanking the city for the support in another very successful Mobile Food Pantry and the use of the Oxford parking lot.

The mayor presented the council with a letter from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to approve a Christmas parade for Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Christmas parade for Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.
Mayor Beasley presented the council with Ordinance 17-04 granting a franchise agreement for the operation of a gas distribution system to the Southeast Alabama Gas District. Councilman Johnson made a motion for immediate consideration of Ordinance 17-04 granting a franchise agreement for the operation of gas distribution system to the Southeast Alabama Gas District.  Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Ordinance 17-04. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. The ordinance is as follows:
ORDINANCE NO. 17-04

An ordinance granting a franchise for the operation of a gas distribution system to The Southeast Alabama Gas District be it ordained by the City Council of the City of LUVERNE, Alabama as follows:

Section 1. That the City of Luverne, Alabama (hereinafter referred to as the “Municipality” hereby grants to The Southeast Alabama Gas District, its successors and assigns, (hereinafter referred to as the “District”) the right, privilege, authority and franchise to acquire, construct, own, maintain, enlarge, extend, improve and operate a gas distribution system in the Municipality for the purpose of supplying natural gas to the Municipality and the surrounding territory and the inhabitants thereof and to use the streets, avenues, alleys and public ways and places in said Municipality for such purposes.

Section 2. That the Municipality hereby grants to the District the right, privilege, authority and franchise at any time and from time to time, during the period covered by this franchise, without any requirement as to permit or fee therefor, to construct and extend its mains, pipes and conduits over or under or along any street, avenue, alley or public way or place in said Municipality for the purpose of constructing, repairing, improving, enlarging, or extending said gas distribution system.

Section 3.  That the Municipality hereby consents and agrees that the franchise hereby granted may be covered by any one or more mortgages or deeds or indentures of trust executed by the District for any one or more of the· following purposes, to-wit, for the purpose of securing funds with which to enlarge, extend, improve or operate the gas distribution system in the Municipality, or for the purpose of securing funds with which to enlarge, extend, improve, or operate the whole or any part of the gas transmission system of the District, or for the purpose of securing funds with which to acquire, construct, enlarge, extend, improve or operate any other gas distribution system or systems which the District may acquire, construct, enlarge, extend, improve or operate in any other municipality or municipalities any such mortgage shall constitute a lien on the franchise granted in this Ordinance and the franchise may be transferred or assigned subject to the conditions set forth in any such mortgages or deeds or indentures of trust, but such franchise shall not otherwise be transferred or assigned.

Section 4.  That the District shall, and by accepting this franchise agrees that it will, upon making any excavation in the streets, avenues, alleys, public ways and places of said Municipality in the exercise of this franchise, restore the surface and paving at the point of such excavation in substantially the same condition as before the work was done within a reasonable time thereafter and will save the Municipality harmless from any liability arising out of any change in the condition of any street, avenue, alley, public way or place by the said District.

Section 5.  That the rights, privileges, authorities and franchise hereby granted shall continue in force and effect for a period of thirty years from the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 6.  That the provisions of this Ordinance are intended to be severable and, if any one or more thereof should be held invalid for any reason, the rest shall nevertheless stand and be fully effective.

Section 7. This Ordinance shall be published at the expense of the District in the Luverne Journal which, upon evidence duly submitted to and considered by it, the said governing body does hereby find to be a newspaper published and of general circulation in the Municipality, in one issue thereof.

Section 8.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders or parts thereof in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent or such conflict.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 27th day of November 2017.
 The mayor stated the city’s annual employee meeting and dinner will be Monday, December 11th at 6:00 p.m. at Preston’s.
Councilwoman Smyth reported Tuesday, December 5th 23 merchants are participating in a Progressive Shopping Event  from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. There will be snacks, sales, and raffle tickets at each shop.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

