COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

February 12, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 12, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Morris Tate, Engineer

Mike Jones, Attorney 

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 

Mike Johnson, Chief 

Absent:

Charlie Johnson, Councilman

Visitors:


Diane Oliver

Lessie Coward




Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilwoman Smyth to ask a prayer. 

The mayor welcomed the guest and thanked them for coming.

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of January 22, 2018.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
The mayor called on Mr. Tate to report on the status of the Oxford Building. Mr. Tate reported he and Scott Fowler met with Mr. Nix Friday. They are at a stopping point and discussed putting some flashing over to tie the wall down. Mr. Nix is basically through tearing down, but has a lot of cleaning up to do. Mayor Beasley stated they have made several trips this week hauling the material off.
Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Routine work was performed. Mr. Tate stated he was asked to give an estimate on resurfacing some of the major streets in the city. The total amount the city is looking at will be more than $400,000. Mr. Tate reported USDA is coming next Thursday to meet with the city about a proposal on resurfacing and a new building for the Fire Department.
The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reminded the council that the Citizen of the Year Banquet is Thursday, February 15th and dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. 
Mayor Beasley called on the chief to give his report. Chief Johnson reported there were 597 calls to service, 51 traffic stops, 3 felony arrest and 6 misdemeanor arrest. There have been a few car burglaries. There was one car burglary this morning. There is a suspect and hopefully will have them in jail by tomorrow.
 The mayor stated Councilman Johnson is not with us tonight but he spoke with Lee Simmons this week and they have been busy signing children up to play ball. Councilman Smith stated at last count there were a little over 500 kids signed up to play.
Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with Mrs. Kathryn and they are having a really good year at the library. There has been a lot of participation from all over the county.
The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 
Mayor Beasley called on Mike Jones to report on the meeting this morning. Mr. Jones stated they met this morning with a delegation from Opp who is still interested in a bypass of 331. They would like to know what the cities position is as far as what alternative you want going forward. Robin Snellgrove will be at the next council meeting to go over this to make sure to have a consensus. Then the Opp delegation is going to make an appointment to meet with the highway director and mayor to get something going.
The mayor stated he met with Lisa Miller this afternoon. The city has acquired a $15,000 grant through AMEA that will be enough to cover the cities matching portion of the walking trail and almost all of the renovation of the concession stand at Turner Park.

Councilwoman Smyth reported the frame and sign have been ordered for the Industrial Park sign. The column material has been delivered.

Mayor Beasley presented a letter to the council from South Central Alabama Mental Health Center asking the city to assist in removing a small dilapidated structure on a recently acquired lot located on the corner of Spivey Street and Clements Avenue. Mike Jones stated the city can’t assist on private property. Mr. Jones stated the fire department could possibly burn the structure down.
Councilman Billings reported he saw one of the trash trucks smoking pretty bad. The mayor stated the street department is down to two dump trucks. Councilman Jones made a motion to declare an emergency situation for the need of purchase of equipment for the Street & Sanitation Department. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.


Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

