COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

February 26, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 26, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman

Kip Smith, Councilman 

Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Morris Tate, Engineer

Mike Jones, Attorney 

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector 

Mike Johnson, Chief 

Absent:

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 

Visitors:


Sonya Tinsley

Diane Oliver

Monica Moore

Lessie Coward


Robyn Snellgrove
Alvin Dorsey



Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to ask a prayer. 

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of February 12, 2018.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated the council has a copy of a rough draft for the Ordinance Prohibiting Smoking in all Workplaces and Public Places. The rough draft will be distributed to the businesses in town to get their input. The council will vote on the ordinance at the next council meeting. The mayor presented a copy of the rough draft to Sonya Tinsley and Monica Moore with the State of Alabama Tobacco Prevention Program.
Councilman Billings asked for a report on the status of the Oxford Building. Mr. Tate reported there hasn’t been a lot of cleanup done since the last council meeting.
The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Routine work was performed. Mr. Tate stated the new lights have been installed at Ramey’s. The mayor and Mr. Tate met with USDA last Thursday concerning paving streets and getting water line laterals replaced. The city is also looking into a possible bond issue for the same work if the bond issue would be a better option.  Mr. Tate discussed the city’s different gas tax funds. The project to replace water lines, laterals and paving will be approximately $850,000. The city could obligate one of the gas tax funds toward either a bond or a loan from USDA to fund the project.
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reminded the council that the library’s dinner theatre is Tuesday, March 6th.
Mayor Beasley called on the chief to give his report. Chief Johnson reported everything is good with the police department. The chief stated a copy of a rough draft for the Ordinance Prohibiting Smoking in all Workplaces and Public Places were placed in the council’s packet to review for any changes. The mayor stated the chief will deliver a copy to all the businesses in town.
 Councilman Johnson reported the lake is doing well. Councilman Johnson presented the council with a copy of a report for the park. Councilman Johnson stated the park has a lot of participation. Opening night will be Monday, April 2nd.  There are a total of 391 kids registered this year.
Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with Mrs. Kathryn and they are doing really well at the library.
Mr. Tate reported the new beacon at the airport has been installed.

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 
Mayor Beasley called on Robyn Snellgrove to discuss the bypass proposal. Mrs. Snellgrove stated there was a meeting with the delegate from Opp on the mini bypass again. They are wanting to meet with the director of the Department of Transportation. Mrs. Snellgrove stated the mayor wanted to present the concept that the previous mayor and council agreed upon before moving forward to meet with the director of transportation.  Mrs. Snellgrove discussed Alt #8 one way pairs and Alt #9 Bypass. The council agreed the Alt #8 one way pairs plan was the best plan for the City of Luverne. Mrs. Snellgrove will contact the Opp delegate to let them know the city decided on a plan. 
Mayor Beasley opened the only bid received for gasoline and diesel from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. J. Bryce Smith bid .1881 cents per gallon above dealer cost for gasoline and .1806 cents per gallon above dealer cost for diesel. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to accept the bids from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor.
Councilman Smith stated the city usually purchases a rodeo ad. The city purchased a half page last year. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to purchase a half page ad from the Crenshaw County Association of Volunteer Fire Departments for the 30th Annual Rodeo. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
Yea: 
Charlie Johnson



Abstained:  Kip Smith



Elliott Jones



Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

Councilman Smith reported one of the candidates that is in the county election stated that he was unaware of the city ordinance stating political signs should not be on the right-of-way. The candidate stated he moved all his signs and told anyone putting a sign out for him to make sure it was on private property.
The mayor stated Mr. Randy Rogers called and asked the council to consider selling, renting or leasing the 61 on Main building. A group of people are interested in a place for worship. The activity would be mostly on Wednesday late afternoon prayer meetings and Sundays. After some discussion, the mayor stated he would call Mr. Rogers to let him know the city would consider an offer on renting or buying the 61 on Main building.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

