COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE

July 9, 2018

The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 9, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:


Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman

Kip Smith, Councilman 

Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 

Eddie Billings, Councilman
Morris Tate, Engineer

Mike Jones, Attorney 5:36

Margie Gomillion, Clerk

W.A. Neal, Building Inspector

Matt Hutcheson, Editor
 
Visitors:


Beth Rogers

Rayni Holmes

Lessie Dorsey

Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Morris Tate to say a prayer. Attorney Jones asked everyone to remember Mr. James Morgan and his family. The mayor welcomed the guest and thanked them for coming.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 25, 2018. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
The mayor stated Mr. Jones discussed the Sew American contract briefly in the work session. Mr. Jones stated the contract with Sew American states they have three years with no rent and they want to change it to four.


Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Tate’s report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
Mayor Beasley stated Attorney Jones explained earlier to the council that there is a dispute about the lease at the airport of who owns the business.
The mayor reported the library is doing really well and is very busy.

Councilman Smith reported the rescue’s run count was down some this past month. The fire department responded to a structure fire in town Thursday. The runs are up but we are trying to stay within budget.
Mayor Beasley stated there is a company that wants to get closer to the Florida panhandle. This company would like to come to check out Luverne and look around.
Councilman Johnson reported the park has finished up with the All-star tournaments. There were three teams that made it to the state tournament. Everyone representing the city in the tournament was well behaved. The Recreation Board will have a meeting tomorrow night at 6 p.m. The park will soon be getting into the fall program. It’s been hot so there hasn’t been much fishing at the lake. Travel ball will be starting up soon.
The mayor stated Mrs. Beth Rogers is in attendance representing Wellsprings for the 61 on Main project. Mayor Beasley turned it over to Mike Jones. Mr. Jones stated the discussion has been with the improvements that have to be made. The city is looking at probably having around $90,000 in the 61 on Main building. The rent would be $900 with the city doing the repair work which would be almost another $40,000. The city would like a multi-year lease, probably three years, with an option to renew it, a deposit that would be returned upon the end of the lease assuming there is no damage or repairs that would need to be made. The city would only be responsible for the walls, windows, roof, heating & air unit and any initial plumbing. Mrs. Rogers asked if they had a contractor who would do the repair work for them at no cost would that make any difference on the rent. Mr. Jones discussed the city’s concern since they own the building and the repairs being done correctly. Mr. Jones stated he thought the council would consider that and if there is a licensed contractor that they could submit with their qualifications. The council probably would consider this and decrease the rent some but their preference would be for the city to do the work. Mrs. Rogers asked what the purchase price would be. Mr. Jones asked Mrs. Rogers to meet with him at his office to discuss this and then he will bring a proposal back to the council. Mr. Jones stated the work has to be done before the building can be occupied.

  Mr. Jones discussed the Sew American Lease. Mr. Jones recommended asking Sew American to get back with the city in January to let us know how they stand. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to let Mr. Jones handle the lease with Sew American. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated there is a ribbon cutting tomorrow morning at 10 am for The Carriage House located next to B & B Drugs owned by Mr. & Mrs. Rusty Faulk.

Councilwoman Smyth stated Mr. Ray Hilburn was at a conference in Nashville, Tennessee recently. There was a gentleman there that had been down to the beach. He noticed we had law enforcement at our intersections and we were the only city he passed through that had that sort of presence. He wanted to let the city know how much he appreciated and noticed it.
Councilwoman Smyth stated Matt Hutchison is joining us from the Luverne Journal. He has been assigned to Luverne in the past few weeks and will be covering our meetings.

Councilman Jones asked to go into executive session to discuss the good name and character of someone. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The council went into executive session at 6:11 p.m. Councilman Jones made a motion to come out of executive session. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. The council came out of executive session at 6:14 p.m. 
The mayor discussed giving the chief a raise. He is making $48,500 now but recommended raising him to $50,000. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to raise the chief’s salary to $50,000 effective immediately. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.
Mayor Beasley reported Mr. Tate is retiring in February. The mayor discussed Mr. Tate considering working on as a consultant with a small retainer. He would turn in his truck and get reimbursed for any fuel used. Or the city can try to find a new engineer. After some discussion, the mayor and Mike Jones will get with Mr. Tate and bring back to the council. The mayor discussed a city employee that had an alcohol problem but has gotten help at First Step and has completed the program. He is alcohol free now.
Mr. Jones stated the Methodist Church is free of debt on the DEI Center and will have a little celebration on August 12th and everyone will get an invitation.

Councilwoman Smyth stated she was contacted by Mrs. Janis Hollis about Miss Collins McMurray winning the Miss Friendliest City Outstanding Teen Pageant, the Miss Alabama Outstanding Teen Pageant and will be representing us in the Miss America Outstanding Teen Pageant. The mayor and council is invited to the John Harrison Cultural Center this Thursday from 5p.m. – 7 p.m. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt a resolution for Miss Collins McMurray. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:
RESOLUTION 070918
WHEREAS, Miss Collins McMurray was named Miss Friendliest City’s Outstanding Teen; and

WHEREAS, she competed in and won the title of Miss Alabama’s Outstanding Teen; and

WHEREAS, she will now compete for the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen later this month;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne do hereby send their congratulations to Collins McMurray for having been named Miss Friendliest City’s Outstanding Teen and Miss Alabama’s Outstanding Teen;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council do send their best wishes to her when she competes in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen pageant;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this body and further that a copy of the same be provided to Miss Collins McMurray.

DONE this 9th day of July, 2018.


Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.

