COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
April 27, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on April 27, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

			   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Billings to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of April 13, 2026. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated we cleaned up the Crowell property at the airport. We not only assessed that cost against that property, but I found a provision in the code that would allow us to conduct a sale of the property to pay that cost. We conducted a sale and the city bought the property. The city now owns that property, and I will give the deed to the clerk. Also, Councilwoman Sport discussed the need to close three streets. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to give the mayor and city attorney the authority to start the process of closing a portion of E 1st Street, 2nd Street and Cement Plant Road. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and all was in favor. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Mayor Beasley read since the last meeting, the police department had 201 calls for service not including building checks, made 39 traffic stops, wrote 19 citations, and gave 20 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanors and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 3 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called for a report on the airport. Chief Johnson stated last Thursday, April 23rd we had a pre-bid meeting. The bid opening will be at city hall on Thursday, May 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated regular season ends this Friday other than t-ball because they just got kicked off a couple of weeks ago. Boy’s all-stars start June 1st – 4th. We will host girl’s all-stars starting June 11th so there will be 23 teams coming to our area. We hosted a Dist. 10 USSSA Boys mid-season tournament this past week with 30 games played. Councilman Billings discussed he and the mayor have spoken with Merrill about the hours, cost, workers, fencing, signage, and some rules for the splash pad. Councilman Billings went over this with the council. There was discussion of a soft opening next Thursday. 

The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. 

The mayor stated there is a meeting tomorrow Tuesday April 28th  at 11 a.m. at city hall for a CDBG 50/50 matching grant for the lagoon. Mayor Beasley stated all the council, or anyone interested, is invited to come.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she will be leaving tomorrow for the League of Municipality conference and will be gone until Friday. I will try to represent Luverne well. Also, I did get a grant for City Fest thanks to the mayor and Councilman Jones. We are getting money in daily from sponsors. 

Councilman Jones updated  the council on the following projects: Jackson Thornton, Energy Southeast, Hometown Grid and Marzetti (Sister Schubert’s).

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 




__________________________________     _______________________________
Margie Gomillion, City Clerk                         Ed Beasley, Mayor



