CITY OF LUVERNE
May 11, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on May 11, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

Absent:  Attorney Mike Jones

Visitors:	Brock Flynn	        Merrill Sport	    Tonya Free	         Jeff Strowd	
		Jennifer Stinson      Michelle Walden     Morris Tate          Ann Tate
		Spring Tate             Annslee Tate           Curtis Rushing     Patty Rushing
		Bryce Rushing        Clay Crum	    Kelley Crum         Sarah Crum
                        Caleb Crum             Jacob Crum            Lanell Smith


			   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Clay Crum to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of April 27, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called on Tonya Free to speak. Mrs. Free stated the Crenshaw County Economic Board applied for a Growing Alabama Tax Credit which will help the Industrial Park get shovel ready. We were awarded but we have to get tax donations of 1.2357  million for infrastructure out there. So, we are currently working on the tax doners redirecting their Alabama state tax to the City of Luverne to be able to do that. We have 30 days to do that. We will let you know an update as soon as we have some. We have a few donors who have already donated but we still have some work to do. 

The mayor called on Councilman Jones to present the Energy Southeast scholarships to the high school students. Councilman Jones stated with us tonight we have Michelle Walden, Vice President of Public Affairs Energy Southeast. She is the one who kind of coordinates this program. We also have Jennifer Stinson, Senior Accountant Energy Southeast. Ms. Walden stated on behalf of Energy Southeast we would like to say congratulations. We were able to award 39 students with scholarships this season around $100,000.  Councilman Jones, Michelle Walden, and Jennifer Stinson presented the AMEA scholarships to: Elizabeth Annslee Tate, Sarah Ruth Crum and Lincoln Bryce Rushing. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilwoman Sport read since the last meeting, the police department had 179 calls for service not including building checks, made 34 traffic stops, wrote 26 citations, and gave 8 warnings. The department made 17 misdemeanors and 3 felony arrests.  There have been 3 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings turned it over to Merrill Sport. Mr. Sport stated the splash pad is ready to go. We would just need two or three days’ notice to get the tanks flushed. Mr. Sport discussed workers for the splash pad. Councilman Billings stated he thought it should be open by Memorial Day. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to give Councilman Billings the authority to give Mr. Sport the green light to open the splash pad when he sees fit. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote is as follows:

	Yea:  Betty Dawson		Abstained: Eddie Billings
	          Kip Smith
	          Beverly Sport
	          Elliott Jones

	The motion carried.

	Chief Johnson stated the update from Attorney Jones on the public hearing for the road closings is he is pulling the deeds, easements, and checking to see if there are any liens on them.

	Next, the chief reported the bid opening for the Airport Apron Project was Thursday, May 7th. There were two bids. S.A. Graham base bid + additive #1 $496,463.13 and Wiregrass Construction Company base bid + additive #1 $465,579.44. The total project cost, as bid and including the engineering fee will be $$593,840. The city’s match of 20% will be $118,768, with the remaining $475,072 coming from the state. Councilman Billings made a motion to award the low bidder, Wiregrass Construction Company, for the Airport Apron Project. Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor presented Resolution 051126 City of Luverne apply for state matching funds for an airport improvement project fiscal year 2026 and give authorization to the mayor to sign the application and any forms or documents on behalf of the City of Luverne. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 051126. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:




RESOLUTION NUMBER 051126

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne intends to apply for state matching funds for an airport improvement project for the Luverne Municipal Airport during fiscal year 2026.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Luverne as follows:

1. That the City of Luverne is authorized to make an application for airport improvement funding assistance from the State of Alabama Department of Transportation, for the purpose of undertaking a project in fiscal year 2026 to make improvements at the Luverne Municipal Airport.

2. That the application be submitted for and on behalf of the City of Luverne by its Mayor who is authorized by this resolution to sign the application and any related forms or documents on behalf of the City of Luverne.

3. That the City of Luverne is authorized to enter into an airport improvement funding agreement with the State of Alabama, acting by and through the Alabama Department of Transportation, for the purpose of undertaking a project to make improvements at the Luverne Municipal Airport with partial funding provided by the State of Alabama.

4. That the agreement be executed in the name of the City of Luverne for and on behalf of the City of Luverne by its Mayor.

5. That the authority of the City of Luverne to enter into contracts with the State of Alabama has been reviewed by the City’s attorney, and in his/her opinion, the City of Luverne is duly authorized to commit the City of Luverne to an agreement with the Alabama Department of Transportation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Luverne hereby affirms that the local matching share of funds in the amount required for this airport improvement project has been officially approved, placed into the budget of the airport and is available for expenditure upon execution of the State of Alabama’s funding agreement and the start of the project.


	The mayor stated the city workers pressure washed the library building.

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. Pepsi donated water and gatorade to the Fire Department, Police Department and Sherrif Department.

Councilman Billings discussed allowing 16-year-olds to work at the splash pad gate if there is an adult on premises. The council was in agreement if they have training from one of our paramedics and a first aid kit. 

Councilwoman Dawson stated she will be leaving tomorrow for the League of Municipality conference and will be gone until Friday. I will try to represent Luverne well. Also, I did get a grant for City Fest thanks to the mayor and Councilman Jones. We are getting money daily from sponsors. Councilwoman Dawson stated I went to the League Conference the week before last. I had a wonderful time and learned a lot. Last week Governor Ivey had proclaimed it Municipal Government Clerical Week. Councilwoman Dawson discussed sending the ladies in the clerk’s office a plant and ballon to thank them for all the wonderful work they have been doing. I have a picture of our ladies and a little write up for the paper. Also, this week is Municipal Government Week. I suggest we get a group picture. Mrs. Lanell Smith with the Luverne Journal is here to take our picture and we can give her a brief idea of what goes on with the city. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 




