CITY OF LUVERNE
June 8, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 8, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

Visitors:  Tom Perdue	         Kelsy Walden         Kathy Dowdy            Merrill Sport
                Chris White	         Rusty Faulk            Maegan Marshall       Ryan McGhee
	    Lillian Wilson      Kelley Wilson

[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of May 11, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called on Tom Perdue to speak. Mr. Perdue stated he likes the new facility and he was told the city got the building for 20 years for a dollar. Mr. Perdue stated he wanted to pay the first 20 years of rent and presented the city with a framed dollar. Mr. Perdue stated he appreciates the city, mayor, and council. 

The mayor called for unfinished/old business. Attorney Jones stated we have been working on Spivey Street for the new convenience store. Anthony King wanted the turning radius fixed so we have been working through that. We are to the point where we have that well resolved. Pepsi is going to give us a little corner property, and the city has some on the other side. The city is getting an ADECA grant in the amount of $150,000 and Mr. King is going to pay the remaining $70,000. This will help the access with big trucks.

Next, Attorney Jones gave an update on the street closing for Second Street, Cement Plant Road and E 1st Street Ext.  Mr. Jones stated we have the hearing set for the Second Street closing on July 13th.  Cement Plant Road and E 1st Street Ext cannot be completely closed due to landowners being land locked. We will have to leave enough open for landowners to get to their property. We will need to have them surveyed. We would only close a portion of the property so the owners will have access to their property. As soon as I get the surveys, we should be able to set the hearings for those closings too. 

Councilman Jones stated Merrill  Sport came to him and said there was a business owner that had a place at the corner who would love for a tree to come down so they could put a table and chairs. It would look a lot better. Councilwoman Sport and I had already spoken to Justin Ray about pruning those trees back and eventually cutting them down so we could get something a little more suitable. I told Mr. Sport to go ahead because we were going to cut them down anyway. Merrill Sport cut the tree down after coming to me. There was further discussion about whether or not the trees downtown should be cut down. After some discussion, the mayor stated anyone who wanted to discuss the trees downtown should call the clerk to get on the next agenda. There was also discussion about the lack of parking.

	Mayor Beasley presented Resolution 060826 Recognizing Super Foods for 55 Years of Service. Councilwoman Sport made a motion to adopt Resolution 060826. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and all was in favor. Councilman Jones presented a copy of the resolution to Lillian Wilson. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA
 RESOLUTION NO. 060826
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING SUPER FOODS FOR FIFTY-FIVE (55) YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA
WHEREAS, Super Foods has faithfully served the citizens of Luverne, Alabama, and the surrounding communities for fifty-five (55) years, providing quality groceries, household necessities, and essential services to generations of local families; and
WHEREAS, Super Foods was founded by John E. Wilson and Alyce M. Wilson, whose vision, entrepreneurial spirit, and dedication to serving the people of rural Alabama established a business that would become a cornerstone of the Luverne community; and
WHEREAS, through the years, Super Foods has remained a family-owned enterprise and is presently owned and operated by the family of the late John Wilson and Lillian Wilson continuing the tradition of service and commitment established by its founders; and
WHEREAS, throughout its fifty-five years of operation, Super Foods has been a vital part of the local economy, creating employment opportunities and contributing to the growth and prosperity of the City of Luverne and Crenshaw County; and
WHEREAS, the success and longevity of Super Foods reflect the dedication, hard work, and vision of the Wilson family, management, and employees, whose efforts have made the business a trusted and valued institution within the community; and
WHEREAS, reaching a milestone of fifty-five years in business is a remarkable achievement worthy of recognition and celebration by the City of Luverne;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that the City hereby extends its sincere congratulations and appreciation to Super Foods, the Wilson family, for fifty-five (55) years of outstanding service and commitment to the citizens of Luverne and the surrounding area.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8th day of June, 2026.
	The mayor stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	Mayor Beasley called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilwoman Sport read since the last meeting, the police department had 315 calls for service not including building checks, made 79 traffic stops, wrote 49 citations, and gave 30 warnings. The department made 7 misdemeanors and 2 felony arrests.  There have been 5 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated Merrill is keeping everything  cut and cleaned up. The splash pad has been active. There have been a lot of birthday parties at the park. The 10U and 12U boys have advanced to state in Oxford, AL. The girls start District next week. We lost hosting the west side of the girl’s tournament because there were not enough teams. So, they moved everything to Eufaula. 

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. Councilman Smith stated the fire department chiefs’ truck, a 2011 Dodge, is having some safety issues. We would like to purchase a new truck. The Fire Department will fund the truck, title it to the city and the city insure it. The Fire Department request to sell the 2011 Dodge, truck and any funds received from the sell to come back to the Fire Department. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to allow the Fire Department to purchase a new truck, title it to the city and the city insure it. Also, any sells from the 2011 Dodge truck funds go back to the Fire Department. The vote is as follows:

	Yea:  Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kip Smith
	          Beverly Sport
	          Elliott Jones
	          Eddie Billings

	The motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk213838300]	The mayor presented an event request from Rusty King for the Crenshaw County Kool Ridz car show  to be held on Saturday, November 21, 2026, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at Turner Park. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Crenshaw County Kool Ridz car show  to be held on Saturday, November 21, 2026, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution-ACT 2026-609-Local Unit Retirees and Beneficiaries of Deceased Retirees a one-time lump sum payment being paid in October 2026. The estimated cost for the City of Luverne will be $8,152.00. After further discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution-ACT 2026-609-Local Unit Retirees and Beneficiaries of Deceased Retirees a one-time lump sum payment being paid in October 2026. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION—ACT 2026-609
(Local Unit Retirees and Beneficiaries of Deceased Retirees)

Be it resolved that the City of Luverne, through its governing authority, elects to come under the provisions of Section 2 of Act 608 of the Regular Session of the 2026 Legislature.

The City of Luverne agrees to provide all funds necessary to the Employees’ Retirement System to cover the cost of the one-time lump sum payment as provided for by this Act for those eligible retirees and beneficiaries of deceased retirees of City of Luverne with the aforementioned lump sum payment being paid in October 2026.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margie Gomillion, City Clerk, City of Luverne, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Resolution passed on this 8th  day of June, 2026. 

	The mayor presented City of Luverne, Alabama Public Records Request Policy. After some discussion, Councilwoman Sport made a motion to adopt the City of Luverne, Alabama Public Records Request Policy as presented.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and the motion was unanimously approved. The Public Records Request Policy is as follows:


CITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA
PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST POLICY

Policy Purpose:
It is the policy of the City to provide copies of public documents upon proper request and in accordance with applicable law. The Records Custodian for the City shall be the City Clerk.
1. The Custodian shall make the determination, after consultation with the City Attorney, and in accordance with applicable State law, on whether a request is proper and whether the requested information can be released.
2. The person seeking to review public records must show that he or she has a direct, legitimate interest in the documents sought. The City is entitled to require verifiable information as to the identity of the person requesting the records, as well as that of the person receiving such information.
3. Requests for public information shall be made in writing on the City's Public Records Request Form. These forms may be obtained from the City Clerk's office during business hours.
4. The Request for Public Records form shall be provided to the Records Custodian for review. If disapproved, the applicant will be provided the reason.
5. If access to review is granted, the Records Custodian will schedule a time with the applicant to review the records at City Hall. No records will be taken from City Hall under any circumstances. The Records Custodian will be present with the applicant during the review of the records to ensure no damage occurs and no records are removed.
6. The City is entitled to recover the costs of providing requested information. A Research Fee will be charged. An itemized bill will be given to the applicant with payment due prior to release of the records.
ADOPTED and APPROVED this 8th day of June, 2026.

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Angel Hebert for the Crenshaw County Sheriff’s Department Back to School Bash to be held on Saturday, July 25, 2026, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at Turner Park. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Crenshaw County Sheriff’s Department Back to School Bash to be held on Saturday, July 25, 2026, from 10 a.m.- 3 p.m., at Turner Park Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Next, the mayor called on Kelsy Walden to speak. Mrs. Walden discussed possibly purchasing property located at 923 W 3rd Street for a business. It will require an alcohol license. It would be a family-friendly outdoor social venue centered around a mobile trailer bar, rotating local food trucks, live music, playground, and community events. After some discussion, it was recommended that she check with DOT about a turning lane before she purchases the property. 

Councilwoman Dawson stated there will be a 250th Celebration on July 2nd at Turner Park a little before the fireworks starts. We will have decorations as you drive in and a banner. We are going to do a salute to all branches of the military. It will last about 30 minutes. The chief stated the July 4th fireworks will be Thursday, July 2nd and the rain out day will be Sunday, July 5th. 

 Councilwoman Sport stated if anyone does get on the agenda for the next meeting about the downtown trees it would be good practice to come with a plan. 

Councilman Jones stated he will start working on the budget for the city toward the end of July. If you have anything special, please get with me.
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 
