COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
March 23, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on March 23, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:  Mike Johnson, Chief


Visitors:	Brock Flynn		Jeff Strowd		Haley Mitchell
		Ryan McGhee		Kevin Bowen		Buddy Clark		
		
	 				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of March 9, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Councilman Jones stated when the council made a mandate on the city garbage for everyone inside city limits there were a couple of residents that had already been approved for the county for the exemption program. These people met the requirements by the state. There have been only two so far and I have the list. Councilman Jones made a motion to allow those that were already exempt and had been approved for exemption through the county program to remain in an exempt status through the city from the mandate. After some discussion,  Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Next, Attorney Jones stated as I understand it the county had some discussions with the city, particularly Brock, about the city installing the sports field lighting poles. Michelle Royals sent a Memorandum of Understanding and a resolution for the council to consider regarding that project. Attorney Jones discussed when it was first brought up the city would be paid $4,000 a pole for installation but when we got the Memorandum of Understanding it says we would be paid at FEMA reimbursement rates on equipment and on labor our regular rates. The council discussed FEMA rates usually being substantially less. After further discussion, the council agreed for Attorney Jones to let Michelle Royals know the city would prefer the county to bid this project out and the city will put in a bid. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. The clerk read since the last meeting, the police department had 194 calls for service not including building checks, made 51 traffic stops, wrote 35 citations, and gave 16 warnings. The department made 7 misdemeanors and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 3 animal control calls since the last meeting.  

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated everyone got an email from Merrill. The email included the following report: the fence around the splash pad has been completed with a 6’ black rubber coated, new toilets were installed by the water department, lights are all fixed by the electric department, opening ceremonies and pictures were last week, opening night is tonight for the girls and the boys is tomorrow night, purchased wrist bands for splash pad at .01 each, hosted a travel ball tournament, hosted Careers on Wheels, and Wi-Fi is now down in the bottom so we can put cameras on those areas. There are a couple of issues with fading or cracking of the sealant coat of the new courts. Also, there are three large pine trees and one oak in the bottom area that need to be cut for the splash pad. 

The mayor called on Attorney Jones to report on the airport. Attorney Jones discussed the grant for the airport.

Mayor Beasley asked if anyone had a report for the library. The clerk stated the dinner theatre “Steel Magnolias” is tomorrow night at the Luverne United Methodist Church DEI Center. Councilwoman Sport stated the ladies are doing a phenomenal job at the library. 

The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. 

Councilwoman Sport stated she met with IDB, Power South, Southeast Gas and Department of Commerce & Labor trying to secure some funding to put water, sewer and electricity for those parcels that are not site ready at the Industrial Park in the event someone comes along and is interested. There is money available through the Growing Alabama and SEEDS program.

[bookmark: _Hlk213838300]Next, the mayor presented an event request from Adrian Daniels for the Crenshaw County All Class Reunion  to be held on Friday, June 26, 2026, from 5 p.m.-10p.m., and Saturday, June 27, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., at Luverne Park & Recreation. Councilman Billings stated he would like to table this until the next meeting to speak with Chief Johnson to make sure he is good with the police driving through being the only security and make sure the park fields will be available since they want to do a kick ball tournament this year. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to table this until the next meeting. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated Annie Wilson is up for reappointment to the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Annie Wilson to the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. All was in favor of reappointing Annie Wilson to the Board of Housing Commissioners. 

Councilman Billings stated he would like maybe to do a soft opening with the splash pad to test run it a few days. I would really like the council’s support to do a grand opening where we have The 24 Times and Luverne Journal to let everyone know. The council agreed.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she brought the council a letter from Brandon McGhee and Demarcus Searight asking for support for their Run The Floor travel basketball team. Councilman Billings stated he is interested in anything we can do to help our kids but would like for Brandon to come speak to the council and explain this. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 

