CITY OF LUVERNE
June 22, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 22, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:  Kip Smith, Councilman
		   Attorney Mike Jones


Visitors:  Brock Flynn		Lanell Smith		Kathy Dowdy		Randy Smyth
	    Chris White		Lisa Oliver

[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Brock Flynn to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 8, 2026. Councilwoman Sport made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called for unfinished/old business. Councilwoman Sport stated we implemented the Hometown Grid program; however, we think we may need to do a mail-out to ensure all citizens are aware of the program and understand how to access and utilize the service. Councilman Jones stated we can draft a flyer to go in the mail to all our customers. Councilwoman Sport stated with a mail-out and posting it on the city’s Facebook page that should cover making sure all citizens have access to that information. Following discussion, it was decided that Councilwoman Sport and Councilman Jones would work to complete this task. 

The mayor called on Brock Flynn to speak. Mr. Flynn stated he had sent information in an email late that afternoon and he appreciated everyone taking the time to review it. Mr. Flynn stated that Ashton Hutchison with SCADC had approached the city to determine whether the city wished to move forward with the Oak Street project or 6th Street project. Mr. Flynn stated the 6th Street project has significantly more issues that need to be addressed. Mr. Flynn stated Councilwoman Sport has found approximately $38.3  million that has been made available to the State of Alabama for lead pipe replacement. Mr. Flynn stated he was unsure whether the city would qualify for any of those funds but maybe Ashton could explore the possibility of available funding. Councilwoman Sport stated that the funds for lead pipe were just awarded to the state on May 20th. She stated that the city should communicate this information to Ashton, as the 6th Street project is currently not doable right now. Councilwoman Sport discussed the 6th Street project, noting that it involves much more than paving. She explained that the project includes water, sewer, stormwater, and paving improvements, with an estimated cost of 2.2 million. She stated the city does not have the funding necessary to complete the project and is pursuing grant opportunities to help offset the costs. Councilwoman Sport further stated that the city intends to explore the recently awarded  $38.3 million in state funding. She stated if the funding can be secured for the water system improvements and the engineering design that is associated with that covered then there might be some other avenues we might can explore for other funding so it might be doable at that point. Councilman Jones told Brock that the city is for going with 6th Street instead of Oak Street, if we do anything. The mayor stated we will get this proposal to Ashton and check to see if there are any more grants we can possibly get through ADECA  and ADEM.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilwoman Sport read since the last meeting, the police department had 196 calls for service not including building checks, made 66 traffic stops, wrote 26 citations, and gave 40 warnings. The department made 5 misdemeanors and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 5 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated we still have three teams in All-Stars. Boys 12U headed to World Series, boys 10U still at state playoffs and girls 8U are headed to state next weekend. Pepsi gave a 48” glass door cooler for splash pad concessions, electric department has added an outside plug and adjusted some lights around the splash pad, moved more umbrellas down to splash pad to provide more shade,  and still working on getting cameras up. Councilman Billings stated Merrill said the splash pad is a sink hole as far as money goes. He thinks we should close it more.  I did not look to make money on the splash pad. It is a service we are trying to provide just like the rest of the parks and recreation. I don’t want to close it anymore. It’s my opinion we should expand the hours more. Councilwoman Sport stated the hours are prohibited toward families and think we should open maybe from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Councilman Billings stated if the council agreed he would pass this along to Merrill. The council agreed.

	The mayor stated the library had requested a few weeks ago to get someone to pressure wash the building. That has been taken care of by the street department.

Mayor Beasley stated there is no report for Fire/Rescue.

The mayor stated he and the chief had a meeting last Tuesday with a guy who is interested in opening a chicken pellet plant. We will know more about that in a couple of weeks. 

Councilman Jones stated that the city had been approached about preparing a Comprehensive Plan, which would have cost around $100,000. Councilman Jones stated that, rather than paying that amount he and Councilwoman Sport would prepare the Comprehensive Plan themselves if the council agreed. The council expressed agreement with this proposal.
	Mayor Beasley called on Mrs. Kathy Dowdy to speak on the trees downtown. Mrs. Dowdy stated she emailed the council expressing her concerns. Mrs. Dowdy spoke about the petition that was signed by business owners and community members. There were many business owners that were not contacted about cutting down the trees downtown. Randy Smyth stated he is opposed to the trees being removed downtown. Councilwoman Sport stated the city has made no proposal of any kind. This is something that has gotten stirred up in the community. It spewed over in this forum of the last council meeting. The council has not made a statement about removing trees or doing anything with the trees. The petition was presented to us at the last meeting. At this meeting we have a list of people who were not approached about a petition. There is nothing before us for us to make a decision. As far as parking is concerned downtown, that is not a city highway. The city has no jurisdiction whatsoever to change any parking on a state or federal road. The state came in and changed the parking. We have a nice big parking lot back behind the old general store area where the clock is. Signage would be a quick cost-effective means of promoting parking for downtown. It’s not that we don’t have the parking people just don’t know it’s there.

	Councilwoman Dawson stated we started working on the 4th of July decorations and we hope to finish them tomorrow. Elliott and I have things arranged for next Thursday night if it doesn’t rain, if it rains then we will do it on July 5th. We expect a big crowd. Councilman Billings stated the splash pad will be open free to the public during that time. Councilman Jones stated brother Clay Crum has agreed to open with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance for the honor show. I am working on a couple of other speakers. This will be our first honors program. Its was Councilwoman Dawson’s idea and it was a good idea. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 

