CITY OF LUVERNE
July 13, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 13, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	 
Visitors:  Jeff Strowd		Kathy Dowdy

[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Jeff Strowd to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 22, 2026. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Mayor Beasley read since the last meeting, the police department had 327 calls for service not including building checks, made 88 traffic stops, wrote 39 citations, and gave 49 warnings. The department made 6 misdemeanors and 2 felony arrests.  There have been 1 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported that there is dirt in the splash pad line, and Merrill is working to clean all of the filters. Councilwoman Sport stated the lid on the tank does not seal properly, causing it is to draw mud into the system. Councilman Billings said he would have Merrill contact the contractor to return and inspect the tank lid. Councilwoman Sport stated I’ve had a lot of people personally tell me how much they have enjoyed the splash pad. Councilwoman Dawson added she loves the new signage. 

	The mayor stated the work at the airport has been completed. Councilwoman Sport stated the individual who had previously expressed interest in purchasing the airport contacted her again to ask whether the City was still willing to sell it. Following discussion, the Mayor stated that he and Attorney Jones would meet with the individual to discuss the matter further.

	Councilwoman Sport stated the library is doing a great job on their summer program.

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Everything is going well. The new truck has been purchased, and the lights have been installed. We are having the push bar and stripe package put on it now. Hopefully it will be home and in service in a couple of weeks. 

The mayor presented the council with Resolution 071326 to vacate a portion of Second Street. The mayor asked if there were any questions or comments on the street closing. After some discussion,  Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 071326 to vacate a portion of Second Street. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 071326

TO VACATE A PORTION OF SECOND STREET

Be it RESOLVED that the City of Luverne does hereby close that portion of Second Street located in the City of Luverne, between Coston Avenue and Mount Avenue;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the owners of the abutting parcels of land are Robyn Snellgrove and Michael E. and Stephanie Jones;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that it is in the interest of the public that such street be vacated; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution and the closure of said street is effective immediately.

DONE this 13th day of July, 2026.

Next, Mayor Beasley presented Resolution 071326(a) PY2026 Community Development Block Grant Program Application. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 071326(a) PY2026 Community Development Block Grant Program Application.  Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE RESOLUTION 071326(a)
PY2026 Community Development Block Grant Program Application

To authorize the filing of an application to the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, Community Development Block Grant Program for Small City Competitive funds, and to authorize the Mayor of Luverne to sign all documents related to the filing of PY 2026 CDBG Application. 

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, acting by and through its Council proposes to apply for Community Development Block Grant funds to make necessary Sewer System Improvements on 6th Street and First Ave; and

WHEREAS, under terms and provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the City of Luverne as a recipient of these funds is required to designate and appoint a Financial Officer to perform certain duties in the administration of said grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City of Luverne, as follows:

THAT, Ed Beasely, Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute and submit an application with appropriate assurances to the State of Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, requesting Program Year 2026 CDBG funds in the amount of $400,000; and

THAT, the City of Luverne hereby commits to provide cash resources to complete the project in the amount of $400,000 for the local share of the project; and

THAT, Ed Beasely or the current Mayor be and is hereby designated and appointed as Financial Officer under the terms and pursuant to the provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and is directed and empowered to make necessary assurances and to perform on behalf of the City of Luverne, those acts and assume such duties as are consistent with said position.
	
ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 13th day of July, 2026.

The mayor presented Resolution 071326(b) PY2026 CDBG – Professional Services Resolution. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 071326(b) PY2026 CDBG – Professional Services Resolution. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
PY2026 CDBG - Professional Services Resolution 071326(b) 

To accept a proposal for the provision of professional services for the City of Luverne PY 2026 CDBG Project, and to authorize the Mayor of Luverne to sign all documents related to the execution of the contract pending award of PY 2026 CDBG funds.

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne contacted known qualified firms in order to obtain proposals for the provision of engineering services for a PY 2026 Community Development Block Grant Project; and

WHEREAS, only one proposal was received, reviewed, deemed to have met all of the requirements, and therefore, recommended for award; and

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc, the only firm to submit a proposal, is not debarred from working on federally funded projects per the SAM.GOV search results attached hereinto; and
WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to award a contract to Southern Engineering Solutions for the PY2026 CDBG Application, and CDBG-Post Application services contingent upon awarding of the grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That, based on the City’s understanding of recent changes to the procurement policy of ADECA, the acceptance of the proposal of Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of professional services for PY 2026 CDBG Project, has been determined to be in the best interest of the City of Luverne, and that the proposed fee has been accepted as reasonable based on the complexity of the project, ADECA’s acceptable fee scale and the amount and nature of the local match to be provided by the City.

SECTION 2.	That the City of Luverne hereby elects to select and award Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of engineering services pending receipt of CDBG funds and ADECA contract approval as required.

SECTION 3. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy and memorandum on file. 

SECTION 4. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 13th day of July, 2026.

The mayor stated that an appointment needed to be made to replace Kathy Smyth on the Planning Commission. He noted that the appointment must be filled by a member of the City Council. After discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Beverly Sport to replace Kathy Smyth on the Planning Commission. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

	Yea:	Betty Dawson		Abstained:	Beverly Sport
		Kip Smith
		Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

	The motion carried.

Councilwoman Sport stated we have been working diligently to secure funding for the 6th Street project. She explained that the project qualifies for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) because it serves a low-to-moderate-income area. She also reported that the City has applied for an ADEM Clean Water Grant through the Drinking Water Fund and is in the process of applying for a USDA Rural Development Grant as well. 

Councilwoman Dawson stated that the July 4th fireworks event, held on July 2nd, was very successful. 

Councilman Jones stated that he and Councilwoman Sport have been working on a 20-year Comprehensive Plan and have completed a draft. He explained that preparing the plan in-house will save the City approximately $90,000. He added that the draft will be presented at the next  Planning Commission meeting, where the Commission will vote on whether to recommend it to the City Council. Following that recommendation, the Council may consider adopting the Comprehensive Plan. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the Chief to speak. The Chief stated that the City’s contract with the Board of Education for the School Resource Officer (SRO) must be renewed. He requested that the Board of Education’s contribution be increased from $28,000 to $38,000 for the School Resource Officer position. The Chief further stated that the Board of Education has also asked whether we would be able to provide a School Resource Officer for Brantley School. We would need  $51,000 per year, along with a vehicle, with no additional expenses to the City of Luverne. The chief also stated CCA has shown some interest in having their own School Resource Officer. After further discussion, Attorney Jones will draw up formal contracts for Luverne, Brantley and CCA schools and bring them back to the council to review. Councilman Jones made a motion that Councilwoman Sport be officially the Board of Education liaison for the council. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

	Yea:	Betty Dawson		Abstained:	Beverly Sport
		Kip Smith
		Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

	The motion carried.

	Councilwoman Dawson stated she would like to invite everyone to the dedication of the Charlie “Cuz” Johnson Learning Lab, Monday July 20, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

	The chief stated he would have surgery on August 11th due to an injury from the accident he and Chief Tyson had going to the chief’s conference.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 


