COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
August 24, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 24, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:  Mason Adcock	Kayle Sport	Adrienne Johnson


[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 10, 2026. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business Councilman Jones stated Brock Flynn had mentioned an electronic gate to be installed at the entrance to the lagoon area. I have $20,000 committed to doing that project. 

Councilwoman Sport reported bids were accepted Friday for the Spivey Street project. The contract/bid will be awarded to Bullard Excavating out of Andalusia here shortly. We have a Crescent Grant for the lagoon. We are currently seeking funding of $700,000+ to match the Crescent grant funds to bring the lagoon fully up to current environmental standards to avoid fines from Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM). We have two grant proposals submitted to ADEM, one grant proposal submitted to ADECA (Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs) and a proposal sent to Congressman Shomari Figures for 6th Street water and sewer rehab. 

Councilwoman Sport stated Carlos Perez is meeting with Chief Johnson about the airport. The chief discussed what amount the council would take for the airport. Councilman Jones stated we had discussed the cost of the grant and the county appraisal. The chief stated that it would be around $900,000 - $1,000,000. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Mayor Beasley read since the last meeting, the police department had 212 calls for service not including building checks, made 25 traffic stops, wrote 13 citations, and gave 2 warnings. The department made 5 misdemeanors and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings to give the park report. Councilman Billings reported cutting grass, weed eating, cleaning the restrooms daily, doing a lot of work in the fields, spraying the grass and continue to do maintenance on the splash pad. The splash pad has been rented a few times and will be rented for the next two Saturdays. Mr. Sport is working on getting amounts for shade cells for the splash pad and around the area for next year. The council discussed leaving the splash pad open after Labor Day if it stays hot. 

	The chief discussed what ALDOT will require if the city closes a portion of E. 1st Street. The chief stated everyone received a copy of an email that I received from Mr. Campbell with ALDOT.

	Councilwoman Sport stated the staff at the library is doing a great job. They recently ordered homeschool material for students not going to public school. They are supporting our students in more ways than a typical library would. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported we got the last of our annual service done on our trucks today. I have made a couple of suggestions to Councilman Jones on our upcoming budget for the Fire Department. Councilman Smith stated on our materials and supplies we are going to order five sets of turn out gear that must be replaced every 10 years. The Fire Department will write a check for the amount that goes over budget.

	The mayor asked if there are any new businesses coming to town other than Cenergy. Councilwoman Dawson asked about the business that is supposed to go where the wing place was at because there is a sign up. Councilwoman Sport stated there is a sign up, but they do not have a business license. They have been told they will not receive a business license in that name.

Mayor Beasley stated the first order under new business is a public hearing to vacate a portion of East First Street. The mayor called the meeting to order and stated that the purpose of the hearing was to receive comments on the closure of a portion of East First Street. The mayor called on Kayle Sport to speak. Ms. Sport stated she lives on the corner of Sellers Ave and First Street. Ms. Sport discussed her concern about closing a portion of East First Street. Ms. Sport stated no one knew anything about it. She had concerns about the small children and pets with people speeding by. Ms. Sport requested speed bumps or something to slow down the traffic going through. After further discussion, the mayor suggested waiting two months after the portion of E First Street is closed to see how the traffic is and if it is still not a good situation then if it pleases the council put in a speed bump. Councilman Billings discussed the way the red light is now coming in from Troy his concern is that the potential exists for cars cutting through on the auxiliary streets. I am worried about the tearing up of those roads if we see increased traffic because those roads were not paved to hold that kind of traffic. The mayor adjourned the public hearing.

Next, the mayor presented the council with Resolution 082426 to vacate a portion of East First Street. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 082426 to vacate a portion of East First Street. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 082426
TO VACATE A PORTION OF EAST FIRST STREET

Be it RESOLVED that the City of Luverne does hereby close that portion of East First Street located in the City of Luverne, more particularly described as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk234334309]LEGAL DESCRIPTION (AS SURVEYED):

COMMENCING AT A 1/2" REBAR WITH CAP STAMPED (PLS-CA#1067-LS) AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY OF EAST FIRST STREET AND THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY OF U.S. HIGHWAY #29, AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THENCE LEAVING SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY OF EAST FIRST STREET N 06°20'31" E A DISTANCE OF 50.00 FEET TO A 1/2" REBAR WITH CAP STAMPED (PLS-CA#1067-LS) ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY OF SAID EAST FIRST STREET ; THENCE ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY S 83°39'29" E A DISTANCE OF 92.90 FEET TO A 1/2" REBAR; THENCE CONTINUE S 83°39'29" E A DISTANCE OF 8.71 FEET TO A 1/2" REBAR WITH CAP STAMPED (PLS-CA#1067-LS) ON THE WEST RIGHT OF WAY OF SAID U.S. HIGHWAY #29; THENCE ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY S 70°08'25" W A DISTANCE OF 113.24 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID PARCEL IS LYING OR SITUATED IN THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH, RANGE 18 EAST, CRENSHAW COUNTY, ALABAMA, AND CONTAINING 0.06 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the owners of the abutting parcels of land are Jill King and Michael E. and Stephanie Jones;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that it is in the interest of the public that such street be vacated; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution and the closure of said street is effective immediately.

DONE this 24th day of August 2026.

Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 082426(A) to award the CDBG-ED Project No. SM-ED-PF-21-113 Cenergy Intersection and Roadway Improvements to Bullard Excavating, Inc. After some discussion, Councilwoman Sport made a motion to adopt Resolution 082426(A) to award the CDBG-ED Project No. SM-ED-PF-21-113 Cenergy Intersection and Roadway Improvements to Bullard Excavating, Inc. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO.  082426(A)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
PROJECT NO. SM-ED-PF-21-113
CENERGY INTERSECTION AND ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS


WHEREAS, the City of Luverne advertised for bids to complete the Intersection and Roadway Improvements for CDBG Number SM-ED-PF-21-113, and

WHEREAS, a bid opening was held August 21, 2026, and five sealed bids were received and opened publically at City Hall on this date, and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc has recommended the contract be awarded to Bullard Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $174,669.71, and  

WHEREAS, Bullard Excavating, Inc is not debarred from working on federally funded project per SAM.gov search results attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to enter into a contract with Bullard Excavating, Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That the contract for Cenergy Intersection and Roadway Improvements CDBG Project No. SM-ED-PF-21-113 be awarded to Bullard Excavating, Inc in the amount of $174,669.71. 

SECTION 2. That the award of said contract is contingent upon approval by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, Community Development Block Grant, Program Engineer.

SECTION 3. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy on file. 

SECTION 4. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 24th day of August 2026.

	Next, the mayor presented the council with Resolution 082426(B) Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant to the Rebuild Alabama Act (ACT 2019-2). After some discussion, Councilwoman Dawson made a motion to adopt Resolution 082426(B) Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant to the Rebuild Alabama Act (ACT 2019-2). Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows: 


RESOLUTION NO. 082426(B)
Resolution Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant
to the Rebuild Alabama Act (ACT 2019-2)

WHEREAS, the Alabama legislature in Act. No. 2019-2 adopted the Rebuild
Alabama Act;

WHEREAS, the Rebuild Alabama Act provides for an allocation among the municipalities  of the state on the basis of the ratio of population of each municipality to the total  population  of all municipalities of the state a portion  of the additional taxes levied   under   the Act to be used for transportation infrastructure, improvement, preservation and maintenance;

WHEREAS, the Act provides that the municipal governing body of the City of Luverne shall adopt an annual Transportation Plan no later than August 31 which shall provide a detailed list of projects for which expenditures are intended to be made in the next fiscal year and shall be based upon an estimate of the revenues anticipated from the fund in which the additional revenue is deposited during the next fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the Act further provides that any such funds shall be used only for the maintenance, improvement, replacement, and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City of Luverne and such other uses as are defined in the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
Luverne as follows:

1. The City Council of the City of Luverne hereby passes this Resolution as its Transportation Plan submitted in compliance with the Rebuild Act, Act No. 2019-2.

2. Pursuant to the Act, the City Council of the City of Luverne estimates that its anticipated allocation from the Rebuild Alabama Act fund for FY 2027 will be approximately $41,009.54.

3. Pursuant to the Act, the City anticipates expending funds received pursuant to the Act,   in part or in whole, to fund any of the following listed projects:

• Bond Debt Servicing issued in FY 2019 to Mill & Resurface various City Streets (See Attached Map)

4.  	The City Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to post a copy of this Resolution as its Transportation Plan in a conspicuous place at the City Municipal Hall and also on the website of the City of Luverne.

5. 	The City Clerk has established a separate fund maintained by the City of Luverne for receipt and deposit of funds received pursuant to the Act, the proceeds of which shall be expended solely for the maintenance, improvement, replacement and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City and such other uses as are authorized by the Act.

PASSED and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, this 24th day of August, 2026.


	Councilwoman Dawson stated she will be attending the 2nd District Congressional luncheon hosted by the Alabama League of Municipalities in Montgomery on Thursday with Representative Shomari Figures. I will also be attending the Alabama League of Municipality Standing Committee meeting in Montgomery on September 2nd.

	Attorney Jones stated we have Pepsi’s conveyance on the Spivey Street project. We have executed the deed on that. We should be good to go as soon as we get the bid awarded  and get the contractors started. Pepsi has been very cooperative.

	Next, Attorney Jones reported the surveyor is working on the Cement Plant Road. We cannot close the whole road because it has access issues. As soon as I get the survey, I will get that to the council. 

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 



