COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 14, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 14, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Pro-tem Elliott Jones
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:      Mayor Ed Beasley

	Visitors:    Jeff Strowd       Carmella McGhee       Thomas Strickland
		     
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Pro-tem called the meeting to order. The mayor pro-tem called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor pro-tem called for the approval of the minutes of August 24, 2026. Councilwoman Sport made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated the closing for the Cement Plant Road public hearing is set for Monday, October 12th. Also, the chief stated the city has the signs, and everything required by the state to close the portion of E 1st Street and asked the council if they were ready to proceed. The council was in agreement to proceed. Next, Attorney Jones stated he had been contacted by Anthony King, who is developing the new convenience store. As part of the Spivey Street addition expansion that we are doing with the road, part of that comes over in front of his building. Some of that project is redoing the drainage so they will have to redo some of the walkway. ALDOT requires the walkway to be five feet in width. Mr. King would like to match the grade for the rest of the project and make it five feet as well. Mr. King would be responsible for the cost of the work, and there would be no cost to the city. Attorney Jones stated he had discussed the matter with the engineers, Brock Flynn, and was awaiting confirmation from the gas company to ensure there would be no issues with the proposed work. The council was in agreement to proceed, provided there are no problems with the gas company. 

	Mayor Pro-tem stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 

	The mayor pro-tem called everyone’s attention to the police report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 359 calls for service not including building checks, made 72 traffic stops, wrote 30 citations, and gave 0 warnings. The department made 5 misdemeanors and 0 felony arrests.  There have been 3 animal control calls since the last meeting.

	Mayor Pro-tem called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings report everyone should have received an email from Merrill Sport if anyone has any questions.

The mayor pro-tem called on the chief to report on the airport. The chief stated we purchased 2900 gallons of fuel which was the least amount we could get. The kiosk went down this weekend, but we were able to get it back going. The amount of the fuel has changed to $6.25 a gallon. We should be back up and operational. 

Mayor Pro-tem stated there was no report from the library.  

The mayor pro-tem called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is good.

Mayor Pro-tem asked Councilwoman Sport if there was anything to report on Economic Development. Nothing to report.

The mayor pro-tem presented an event request from Keon Carter – Luverne All Class Reunion Tailgate- October 2, 2026, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Old Armory Yard. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Luverne All Class Reunion Tailgate- October 2, 2026, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Old Armory Yard. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Pro-tem presented an event request from Keon Carter – Luverne All Class Reunion – October 3, 2026, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Luverne Park & Recreation. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Luverne All Class Reunion – October 3, 2026, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Luverne Park & Recreation. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

The mayor pro-tem advised Mr. Pace, Principal of Luverne School, has requested a homecoming parade permit for October 2, 2026, at 12:00 noon. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the parade permit. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously in favor.

Next, Mayor Pro-tem presented an event request from Crenshaw County Sheriff’s Office for the First Responders 4th Annual Trunk-or-Treat at Turner Park on October 29, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Councilman Smith  made a motion to approve the First Responders 4th Annual Trunk-or-Treat at Turner Park on October 29, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

	The mayor pro-tem presented Resolution 091426 Cenergy Formal Amendment. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 091426 Cenergy Formal Amendment. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:
City of Luverne
FORMAL AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 091426
For CDBG Project No. SM-ED-PF-21-113

WHEREAS, the Alabama Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program has been established to assist local governments in meeting community development and housing needs consistent with the objectives set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, acting by and through its City Council proposes to formally amend the approved budget for the purpose of taking out the Activities of Water and Sewer Improvements and committing additional matching funds to the City’s CDBG-ED Project; and

WHERAS, The City of Luverne is proposing to take out the Water and Sewer Activities from the Project and commit an additional $35,075 of Matching funds for the project, bringing total match funds to a total of $72,575; and

WHEREAS, under terms and provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the City of Luverne as a recipient of these funds is required to designate and appoint a Financial Officer to perform certain duties in the administration of said grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City of Luverne, as follows:

THAT, Ed Beasley, Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute and submit a Request for Formal Amendment with appropriate assurances to the State of Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, requesting the approval of Formal Amendment #1 to take out Water and Sewer Activities and to commit an additional $35,075 of match funding by the City; and

THAT, Ed Beasley, or the current Mayor be and is hereby designated and appointed as Financial Officer under the terms and pursuant to the provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and is directed and empowered to make necessary assurances and to perform on behalf of the City of Luverne, those acts and assume such duties as are consistent with said position.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 14th day of September, 2026.

Next, Mayor Pro-tem stated the council needs to set the time for trick-or-treat on Saturday, October 31, 2026. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to set the time for trick-or-treat on Saturday, October 31, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

	Councilwoman Dawson discussed a paper she gave everyone for their thoughts on recognizing our city employees and police department next year starting in January for their hard work on their birthday. This is just a suggestion. The council was in agreement to let the supervisors discuss this and get their input.

	Councilman Billings asked everyone to keep his niece’s family in their thoughts and prayers. 

	The mayor pro-tem stated that the Budget Committee Members needed to schedule a meeting. After discussion, it was agreed that Thursday would be the best day for everyone.

	Attorney Jones stated he sent the council an email about background checks for new employees and wanted to know if the council wanted to look further into it. The council agreed with looking further into background checks. Attorney Jones stated that the clerk’s office contacted a firm and they sent us a bunch of really good information so I will forward that email to everyone. There are other companies that do it and we can check with them. This will at least give you an idea of what they do, how they do it and what the cost is. 

	Attorney Jones asked a question regarding the E911 contract. After discussion, the Council agreed to have Attorney Jones revise the contract to reflect a one-year term and review the revised contract for consideration and approval at the next regular Council meeting.
	
	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.

